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Prescribing tip for information

Suspecting a lower UTI in patients over 65 years?

1. Think Sepsis. Check for signs or symptoms using a national tool such as NICE: SEPSIS ©® Arrange
urgent referral to secondary care if there are any features of serious or systemic illness. @

2. Exclude Pyelonephritis: Check for any signs or symptoms of pyelonephritis. Refer urgently to
secondary care if signs or symptoms of serious illness or condition ®

3. Check: all patients for NEW URINARY clinical signs or symptoms once sepsis and pyelonephritis has
been ruled out. ®

4. Send urine for culture: as an infection due to a resistant organism is more likely in older adults.
Review any treatment with the culture result. @

5.Treatment choice and duration should be as per local Antimicrobial Prescribing Guidelines for Primary
Care
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